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The Trucial Scouts: Life and Times Exhibition Opens at Al Jahili Fort in Al Ain 
Organised by the Department of Culture and Tourism, Abu Dhabi in collaboration with the Armed Forces, the exhibition explores the social and humanitarian work of the Nation’s Trucial Scouts
Abu Dhabi, 2 November 2017: The Trucial Scouts: Life and Times exhibition was inaugurated yesterday at Al Jahili Fort in Al Ain. The exhibition celebrates the lesser-known humanitarian work of the brigade in the 1950s and 1960s, and the active role that they played in UAE history and heritage. Trucial Scouts: Life and Times is organised by the Department of Culture and Tourism, Abu Dhabi in cooperation with the G. H. Q. Armed Forces and the Museum & Military History Center, and will be open to the public until 28 April 2018. 
Commenting on the opening of the exhibition, HE Saif Saeed Ghobash, Director General of Department of Culture and Tourism, Abu Dhabi, said: “This exhibition reflects the Department of Culture and Tourism, Abu Dhabi’s commitment to the preservation of the tangible and intangible heritage of the UAE. By showcasing the sacrifices made by the Trucial Scouts we are ensuring that this legacy is passed on to future generations. The importance of this exhibition lies in the contribution it makes to our national history, documenting events and practices, not only through the exhibits but also through the accompanying public programme and workshops that will shed light on the work of the Trucial Scouts and this important fortified structure.”
Ghobash added: “The exhibition is a tribute to the members of the armed forces whose dedication to the security of the country, which included the transition to a unified state, included protecting our borders, and undertaking training and combat exercises in difficult terrain. The Trucial Scouts were also pivotal in their social role. They provided humanitarian aid, maintained regional alliances, prevented natural disasters, and instilled the values ​​of peace in defense of our land, our values, and in protection of the Gulf. "
"It is important for current and future generations that we document and celebrate the history of our armed forces at all levels, but it is also important that we pay tribute to their efforts and achievements for their humanitarian work," said Colonel Dr. Saeed Hamad Saeed Al Kalbani, Director of the Museum & Military History Center.
“The exhibition charts the Trucial Scout’s key task of protection and defense, despite a difficult terrain, living conditions and modest equipment. It also highlights the contribution made by the first generation of armed forces to the field of social and cultural services such as medical aid, water distribution and the establishment of military bands. The exhibition sheds light on the equipment and simple tools that the UAE Armed Forces once relied upon, but it also highlights the dedication, determination, determination and great strength needed for the role. The location of the exhibition in Al Jahili Fort is significant as it will give insight into the rich history of the structure, as well as that of the city of Al Ain since the construction of Al Jahili Fort in 1898."
The Trucial Scouts is the nucleus from which the UAE Armed Forces was developed. Telling the story and history of Al Ain, or as it was known in the past, Al Buraimi Oasis or Al Buraimi Region, the exhibition will highlight the formation of Al Jahili Fort by order of Zayed the First in 1898, when it was initially built as a summer residence for the ruling family and later became the seat of government in the Al Ain region. The fort then became home to the Trucial Scouts brigade in 1955, whereupon they introduced a number of new changes to adapt it for military use, all of which are preserved to this day. Today, Al Jahili Fort stands proud as a historic monument and symbol of the UAE.
[bookmark: _GoBack]The exhibition opened on November 1st at Al Jahili Fort with a talk entitled The Trucial Scouts: Recollections, featuring retired Major General Sheikh Faisal bin Sultan bin Salem Al Qassimi, Major General Abdullah Ali Al Kaabi, and Lieutenant Colonel Tim Courtney who introduced the audience to the history of the Trucial Scouts, and their recollections of that time. On 13 December, the series of talks will continue with Memoirs of a Soldier featuring David Nield’s memoirs in the Trucial Scouts and will include a book signing session for his book “A Soldier in Arabia”.
A programme of engaging public workshops inspired by the themes of the exhibition will commence today with a Sand Painting & Mixed Media workshop where participants can learn how to paint a portrait of their choice using sand and mixed media. There will also be a Patches workshop inspired by the Trucial Scouts officers’ patch.   
The educational workshops are open to the public and free of charge. Upcoming events include: 
· Patches: Inspired by the Trucial Scouts officers’ patch, participants can create patches or badges inspired by the insignia of the Trucial Scouts, using gold aluminium or sheet metal to create a personalised insignia of their own.
Saturday, 4 November 2017 - 10:00-12:00
Saturday, 25 November 2017 - 10:00-12:00
· Morse Code: Using Morse code, a method of transmitting text information as a series of on-off tones, participants will design customized, secretly coded accessories such as necklaces and key chains.
Saturday, 11 November 2017 - 10:00-12:00
Saturday, 18 November 2017 - 10:00-12:00
· Toy Land Rover: Using recyclable materials, children can build a model Land Rover to resemble the 1960s model that was driven in Al Ain.
Saturday, 4 November 2017 - 10:00-12:00
Saturday, 18 November 2017 - 10:00-12:00
· Decoupage Art: Participants can learn the technique of decoupage and paint on canvas using pictures of the Trucial Scouts as inspiration.
Saturday, 11 November 2017 - 10:00-12:00
Saturday, 25 November 2017 - 10:00-12:00

- ENDS - 
About the Department of Culture and Tourism, Abu Dhabi
The Department of Culture and Tourism conserves and promotes the heritage and culture of Abu Dhabi emirate and leverages them in the development of a world-class, sustainable destination of distinction that enriches the lives of visitors and residents alike.  The Department manages the emirate’s tourism sector and markets the destination internationally through a wide range of activities aimed at attracting visitors and investment.  Its policies, plans and programmes relate to the preservation of heritage and culture, including protecting archaeological and historical sites and to developing museums, including the Louvre Abu Dhabi, the Zayed National Museum and the Guggenheim Abu Dhabi.  The Department of Culture and Tourism supports intellectual and artistic activities and cultural events to nurture a rich cultural environment and honour the emirate’s heritage.  A key role played by the Department is to create synergy in the destination’s development through close co-ordination with its wide-ranging stakeholder base.
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